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A Cornerstone of

Maritime Interaction e—

Starting halfway through the third century
and spanning approximately 400 years, tombs
were made in the form of burial mounds for the
regional elite. These tombs, called kofun, consist-
ed of a corpse laid to rest with offerings
underneath an earthen mound.

There are many ancient kofun remaining in
the Osumi Peninsula. Based on this, one can
conjecture that the central political body in the
Kinki region looked on Osumi as a significant
place. They may have considered it the gateway
to maritime exchange with southern powers.

Kimotsuki houses the oldest kofun in Osumi,
burial mound number 16. This kofun lies within
the Tsukazaki kofun cluster, a nationally
designated historic site. Also notable is burial
mound number 1, which has a giant camphor
tree growing directly above it.

Many of the other kofun in Osumi are buried
within mountains and fields. At times, farmers
discover bones and metal arrowheads when they
plow their fields.

The Kimotsuki Clan,
Lords of an Invincible

Mountain Castle e

The Kimotsuki clan held immense power in
Osumi during the Middle Ages. Founded at the
end of the twelfth century, Kimotsuki’s domain
stretched even beyond the north end of the
peninsula. Although the clan’s strength
surpassed that of the Shimazu, a clan which later
controlled most of Kagoshima, Kimotsuki went
into decline after the death of Kimotsuki
Kanetsugu, the 16th head of the family. With his
death, the times would turn to favor the
Shimazu.

KIMOTSUKI Town, OSUMI Pen., KAGOSHIMA Pref.

—e Kimotsuki Clan Graves

' Open to th
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nclosed by Mountains

MAP
—e Giant Camphor Tree in Tsukazaki m

BRI ) K
The giant camphor tree rooted in burial mound number 1 of the Tsukazaki
kofun cluster. A sacred tree of the Tsukazaki Otsuka Shrine. Estimated to
be over 1,300 years old, approximately 25 meters tall and 14 meters
around. *Free to visit.

Kimotsuki Museum of
History and Folklore L A

FHTET S R RIGERIE
Displays archeological artifacts with a focus
on ancient everyday objects and relics
recovered from the Tsukazaki kofun cluster.
¥ None

© Open: 9:00-16:30

Closed: Mondays, national holidays,
Dec. 28th - Jan. 4th

MAP

Trace of Koyama Castle EH
& LR B
The castle of the Kimotsuki clan. Time of construction unknown.
Surrounded by three rivers, this mountain castle was never captured in
battle. Although the buildings have long vanished, one can walk the
mountain paths and envision the former days. *Free to visit but a tour
guide is required.

at the Jokoji Ruins
BAFHOFTROE

Established as the Kimotsuki family temple
in 1272 by Kaneishi, the 5th head of the
clan. From the 8th head Kaneshige to the
17th head Yoshikane, 250 years of history
and twelve lords of Koyama Castle lay to
rest here. *Free to visit.




Demolished Temples,

Lasting Shrines

As the Meiji Restoration ended the age of samurai, modernization
accelerated. Nationalism grew at the same time, and the central
government ordered the elimination of Buddhism, which originated
in China. This caused the destruction of nearly all temples in Japan.

Shinto shrines, on the other hand, lost documents and rituals by
burning down in fires or failing to find successors to carry on their
customs. Despite this, shrines conducting rituals passed down
hundreds of generations still exist today.

Doryuji MAP
Ruins m
EREFIF

Established in 1246 and thought
to be Japan’s oldest Zen temple.
Built by Zen master Doryu, who
later opened Kenchoji, a famous
Zen temple in Kamakura.

All the buildings were destroyed
during the push to eliminate
Buddhism. Today, only the
restored stone graves remain
standing, lined up under a grove
of maple trees. *Free to visit

Shijukusho  map

Shrine

[+ Rt
Itis said to have been founded by
Ban Kaneyukiin 984, but detailed
documents were burned. Every
year on the third Sunday of
October, the Yabusame, a prefec-
tural designated intangible folk
cultural asset, is held. 13-year-old
boys act as archers and shoot
nine arrows at a target, praying
for peace and prosperity of the
nation, bountiful harvests, and

(201 the elimination of epidemics.
*Free to visit.
(902,03
YouTube 3 - : @
"The Koyama Yabusame Festival" ;
Architecture Preserving the Past
MAP  Kawakami Junior High's MAP
Nikaido House Wooden School Rooms
“EERESE NEREROKRERS

An Edo Period samurai residence. Thought to be built in
1810. Consists of two buildings, one for receiving guests
(Omote) and one for daily living (Nakae). The buildings are
directly connected at their corners, a feature characteristic of
southern Kyushu architecture in that period.

¥ Adults 300 yen, children 150 yen

® Open: 9:30-17:00

Closed: New year holiday season (204,05

School rooms built in 1949 and closed to regular attendance
in 2011. Nationally registered as a tangible cultural property
for preserving the architectural style of the period of
construction and contributing to the historical scenery of the
area. *Free to visit but entering the buildings is prohibited.

©06
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The Most Mountainous and

the Most Beloved
Rocket Launch Site
in the World

Dr. Itokawa's Dream of
the Universe Received
Support from Locals

Dr. Itokawa Hideo came to Uchinoura in 1960,
when people were still living by lamplight. Later
considered the father of Japanese space explora-
tion, Itokawa proposed to level mountains, build
bridges, and create a one-of-a-kind test site for
rocket launches. He said they were going to aim
for space. The locals were shocked, then fascinat-
ed, by Dr. Itokawa’s dream. They earnestly
engaged in engineering and constructing the
launch site, as well as in providing food and
lodging to the team conducting experiments.

In 1970, Japan’s first satellite was successfully
launched from Uchinoura. It was named Osumi,
after the region, to express gratitude to the local
people and ensure their support would never be
forgotten.

The People of this Town
have Lived Through
Rocketry's Evolution

The Lambda rocket that launched Japan'’s first
satellite, Osumi; the Mu rocket, praised as the
best performance solid-propellant rocket in the
world; the currently operational Epsilon rocket
that strives for simplicity, high performance, and
low cost. As rockets replace one another, so the
environment around Uchinoura changes too.

Yet even in the change, Dr. Itokawa’s dream
continues to live on. It lives on in the adults who
remember the construction of the space center,
in the next generation of children, and in the
ever-evolving rockets of Uchinoura.

KIMOTSUKI Town, OSUMI Pen., KAGOSHIMA Pref.

JAXA Uchinoura Space Center

JAXAR Z H T i 22 8RR A
Rocket test site established in 1962. Rockets, satellites, and space
probes are launched and tracked here for scientific observation and
data gathering. Including sounding rockets, this institution has
conducted over 400 launches.
¥ None (registration necessary upon entry)
® Open: 8:30-16:30 (generally open all year round)
*Restricted access during test launches and rocket installation
periods. The museum closes once every other month. @EE
Ay
X

LV :.’ LN \,}.-' - 3 X
((©01) Bronze statue of Dr. Hideo Itokawa. Inscribed on the base is his
quote: "The most important things in life are adversity and good

friends!"((©02]M plateau (Epsilon Rocket launch site) (03] Space
Science Museum

opo
YouTube @3 "Launch of Epsilon-6" 1
(O}




A Driving Guide to All the Rocket Spots in Kimotsuki !

L MAP
Epsilon Rocket Monument

17vavayy bEZatv b
A detailed 1:2.5 scale model built and gifted by rocket
manufacturer IHI Aerospace. Stands as a landmark by Kasano
intersection, the entrance to Kimotsuki. *Free to visit

MAP
Kaizo Park

BRI NHVIN—7
A rest stop along National Highway 448 featuring the real
automatic tracking antenna that first received signals from
satellite Osumi, as well as a model of the satellite itself. *Free to
visit

MAP
—e Mt. Kano Park m

HEIRHLOF
Climb a 1,000-step staircase to the Mt. Kano Shrine and
P lookout point to enjoy an unobstructed view of Uchinoura Bay

and the parabolic antenna. Also accessible by car! *Free to visit

MAP

—eo Epsilon Rocket Info Corner
41 7vavayry Mafra—+—
Take a short break while browsing the Epsilon exhibits and
displays. Merchandise available for purchase at the Kimotsuki
Tourist Information Center.
¥ Free
© Open: 8:30-17:00

Closed: Dec. 28th - Jan. 3rd

MAP
¢ o Uchinoura Fishing Harbor
Rz EiRE

Where the Epsilon rocket is unloaded when shipped in. Also a
viewing site for Epsilon launches. *Free to visit

MAP

— Planet Road

HEo-—F
The road from central Uchinoura to the observatory. Each
bridge is named after a planet and features a model of a
different satellite. *Free to visit

MAP

oo |HI Spaceport Uchinoura

IHIZR =2 K= RZH
The only launch viewing site where the launch pad is visible.
*Usually not open to public.

MAP

Kishira Beach
FRER
A launch viewing site for Epsilon launches. Rocket launches
from Tanegashima are also visible here from the Takada Falls
observation deck. *Free to visit

When is the next rocket launch and A Please check the information ®
special opening of the USC to the public? posted by JAXA. 3
&
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+ Doya Doya Sa @01

Seasonal Topics

+ Koyama Yabusame Festival

Nowv. to Dec.

(@ Cover, p.3

A traditional event in Uchinoura. Locals set up a tall pillar of
bamboo and burn it, praying for the health and safety of their
children. The popping sound of burning bamboo is believed to
ward off bad luck.

+ Cherry Blossoms (Sakura)

An event featuring yabusame, traditional horseback archery. It is
held at Shijukusho Shrine((®p.3], while other festivities,
including a fireworks show the night before, occur in the
surrounding area.

+ Autumn Leaves

February: Rocket Sakura [(202], as they are lovingly called by
the locals, bloom at the JAXA Uchinoura Space Center (®©p.4].
They are bright pink flowers.

End of March: A single cherry tree, named the Tekoten Sakura
(®03], blooms bright white on the mountainside.

April: A row of pale pink sakura trees spanning 280 meters bloom
along the river near the Nikaido House ((©04, p.3].

+ Spring/Fall Eggane Festival
(Spiny Lobster Festival) @06

The maples at the Doryuji Ruins((@p.3)turn red while the
ginkgo at the entrance to the Trace of Koyama Castle ()07, p.2)
turns yellow. Both keep their bright foliage for about two weeks.
Because Kimotsuki has a warm climate, these autumnal spots are
a special sight.

+ Beaches

Eggane refers to Japanese spiny lobster in local dialect. Enjoy this
seasonal delicacy with sashimi or miso soup in Uchinoura, where
eggane is locally fished. To avoid the summer hatching season
and the winter off season, the event will be held separately in
spring and autumn.

+ Nagoshidon ®05

An event with over 600 years of history, featuring a traditional
dance at Kishira Beach [((@Cover, p.5) . Held from afternoon until
evening on August 14th every year.

e i 2

KIMOTSUKI Town, OSUMI Pen., KAGOSHIMA Pref.

Kimotsuki Town has three sandy beaches: Uchinoura Beach,
Kishira Beach ((@Cover, p.5), and Hetsuka Beach ((©)08]. All of
the sandy beaches are pure white. Uchinoura Beach is located in
the center of the Uchinoura district. Kishira Beach is located in
the center of the Kishira district and has a parking lot, toilets, and
showers (summer only). Hetsuka Beach is a secluded sandy
beach in a depopulated area. It is located at the end of a narrow
unpaved road, so please be careful when passing through.

*Caution: All beaches have rough waves and sudden deep spots.
Swimming is not recommended.

O 5a10)
EE

YouTube 3
"Coastline of Kimotsuki Town"

AV 4
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(=) Kimotsuki Free Wi-Fi
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*Available time: 8:00-22:00
*Registration necessary upon first use

Uchinoura Beach p.

[ i)

Contact us

Kimotsuki Tourist Information Center

® Open: 9:00-17:00, Closed: Dec.28th - Jan. 3rd

© 1F Kimotsuki Town Hall Uchinoura Branch,
2643 Minamikata, Kimotsuki-cho, Kimotsuki-gun,
Kagoshima-pref. 893-1402 JAPAN

S info@kankou-kimotsuki.net Q kankou-kimotsuki.net

~ English
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Koyama Area
Uchinoura Area

Kishira Area

Historical Spots

Xl Giant Camphor Tree in Tsukazaki

A Kimotsuki Museum of
History and Folklore

[E Trace of Koyama Castle

[ Kimotsuki Clan Graves
at the Jokoji Ruins

Doryuji Ruins
[ Shijukusho Shrine
Nikaido House

[E] Kawakami Junior High’s
Wooden School Rooms

Space-Related Spots

[X] Epsilon Rocket Monument
Y Kaizo Park

EE Mt. Kano Park

EE] Epsilon Rocket Info Corner

(on the 1st floor of Kimotsuki Town Hall
Uchinoura Branch)

EEl Uchinoura Fishing Harbor

K] Planet Road

EH JAXA Uchinoura Space Center
3 IHI Spaceport Uchinoura
Kishira Beach
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Tokyo Station—_ ® Tokyo(Narita)
P Air Port

o=
Kanazawa Station

Qsaka(ltami) —

-
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Kimotsuki Town 7 one 00

- o Kobe * - Shin-Osaka Air Port
- Air Port ! Station Nagoya(Chubu) Air Port
Hakata Station / ! Osaka(Kansai)
) [
. . Ve , Air Port .
To get to Kimotsuki town, you must first goto ) ;\:rkggéa ma:t;gr{ama L sunflower Ferry s Shinkansen
Kagoshima prefecture. There are three main \ / Terminal2 =~ = c—— - Train
entrances to Kagoshima: the air entrance, the land 1 0 Ferry
Vi e Highway
entrance, and the sea entrance. o /7 .
Air gateway S HIMA

S

Kagoshima Airport

Domestic flights: 17 routes
International flights: Seoul,
Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taipei

Tanegashima
AirPort <y
Yakushima — g
Air Port v

Amamioshima —_ - -
AirPort /@ ’

R
— . . % Tokuno-
Kagoshima Chuo Station .- \ o hima
Kyushu Shinkansen and i Okinoerabu
other JR lines \ Voroarbot
Okinawa(Naha)

Shibushi Port

Sunflower Ferry (direct from Osaka)

E

The number of public transportation to Kimotsuki town is limited.
Traveling by car or motorcycle is convenient when sightseeing.
For more details, please visit the Kimotsuki Town Tourist
Information Center website.

Access methods and travel times from major cities in Japan

*Times are estimated

[From Tokyo)

YL s~ 1h30m

Chuo Station

Kagoshima
Airport

Kagoshima
Airport IC

Kagoshima Port /
Shibushi Station
.~ -

~—

. Sakurajima Port
Tarumizu
Kagoshima IC

/@
Y gt
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Kamoike Port \ \ Kanoya
\

Kagoshima Port
‘. BusStop @

Ibusuki Port
Yamakawa Port

]
KIMOTSUKI
Town

KOYAMA [[UCHINOURA
Area Area

Haneda Airport  Jalalabalele Kago- = 1hiom .
BB Kyushu Expwy. @salos
Airport|IC i Higashi-k: )Lljshu Expwy. hara|C 40m
-;7 1h15m — Osumi-Jukan Roa
Sunflower Fel & sunflower Ferry LEWIN Shibushi
Terminal 2rry """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" > = 40m 50m
[From Hakata, Fukuoka]
: &, LEIUINY Sakurajima
HakataStation [N = =YNaA00SNiMa et ) &> 1h30m
- Sakraimarery A [hesm
& 40m = 5Em
Tarumizu Ferry > 1h15m
(=) 1h20m Iﬁmqg— & 20m 40m
Kyushu Expwy. ara
= Higashi—k{ushu Expwy.
— Osumi-Jukan Roa
[From Ibusuki]
& 20m
high-speed boat
Nankyu 10 1h
KimOtS;IUki Town'’s ',\,Aaswt Yamakawa _% ____________ 50m > Via Kishira
Itemaru Port Nankyu Ferry Area

Edited and published by Kimotsuki Tourist Information Center
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® Open: 9:00-17:00, Closed: Dec. 28th - Jan. 3rd
© 1F Kimotsuki Town Hall Uchinoura Branch, 2643 Minamikata

8 info@kankou-kimotsuki.net
Kimotsuki-cho, Kimotsuki-gun, Kagoshima-pref. 893-1402 JAPAN ~ Q kankou-kimotsuki.net




